Great Deliberative Body 

In the Senate’s melee over a visiting chaplain’s 
prayer, Senator Ervin offered the most pertinent 
comment. As part of his time-wasting tactics, the 
Senator told of a former chaplain who was asked 
i| he looked at the problems of the country and 
men prayed for the Senate. “No,” the chaplain 
applied, “I look at the Senate and then pray for 
wie country.” Such a course has seldom been more 
%>propriate than it was on Wednesday. 

The Senate gave the country a flagrant illustra- 
tion of just how ridiculous it can be when it gets 
wound up in a filibuster. The supposedly great- 
est deliberative body in the world debated for 
nore than two hours Senator Ervin’s motion that 
:he prayer which had been delivered by Bishop 
W. Earl Ledden be printed in full in the Senate 
ournal. Then the Senate solemnly voted on that 
ssue, and that was as near as it could get to any 
est of the strength behind the proposal to repeal 
Section 14(b) of the Taft-Hartley Act. 

This newspaper is opposed to the 14(b) bill and 
hopes that it will be sent back to committee for 

f arther study along with other proposed Taft- 
artley amendments. But this does not blind us 
i the farcical nature of what the Senate is doing. 
The harsh fact is that the Senate’s rules still permit 
i minority of its members to substitute wind- 
aaggery and horseplay for germane debate and 
orderly voting on any issue that may come before it. 

Sometimes this premium on chaos serves the 
purpose of one faction; sometimes that of another. 
But it always makes the Senate look ridiculous. 
While these stale and pathetic instruments of frus- 
tration are being employed to defeat a bill that 
we dislike, we wish to put on the record once 
more our distrust and disapproval of the fili- 
buster in all of its forms. Monkeyshines are 
not a satisfactory substitute for democracy in 
any circumstances. 



